
2015 “The Jesus Year” 
 

HERE! God Moves Into The Neighborhood #4 
 

“Here With Us!” 
 

 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a 

son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means  

‘God is with us.’”—Matthew 1:23 (NLT) 
  

 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11Today 

in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”—Luke 2:8-12 
 

 

The Word became Flesh then men turned it back into words. 
 

 

“The Gospel writers are not really interested primarily in the facts 

of the birth but in the significance, the meaning for them of that 

birth, just as the people who love us are not really interested 

primarily in the facts of our births but in what it meant to them 

when we were born and how for them the world was never be the 

same again, how their whole lives were charged with a new 

significance. Whether there were ten million angels there or just 

the woman herself and her husband, when that child was born, the 

whole course of history was changed. That is a fact as hard and 

blunt as any fact. Art, music, literature, our culture itself, our 

political institutions, our whole understanding of ourselves and our 

world – it is impossible to conceive of how differently world 

history would have developed if that child had not been born. And 

in terms of faith, much more must be said because for faith the 

birth of the child into the darkness of the world made possible not 

just a new way of understanding life but a new way of living life.” 

Frederick Buchner 
 

 

*Have You Opened This Gift Given To YOU? 
 


