Wide Open (Part #1)

“It’s Hard To Wake Up!”

2 Corinthians 6:11-13 (The Message) “Dear, dear Corinthians, 1
can’t tell you how much I long for you to enter this wide-open,
spacious life. We didn’t fence you in. The smallness you feel
comes from within you. Your lives aren’t small, but you’re living

them in a small way. I’m speaking as plainly as I can and with
great affection. Open up your lives. Live openly and expansively
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Awareness. Awe. Adventure.

It’s Hard To Wake Up Because...

*We Are H Sleepers!
(and really like being asleep!)

“When you were dead in your sins...”—Colossians 2:13

Ezekiel 37:1-10

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the
Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full
of bones. *He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great
many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry.
SHe asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” [ said,
“Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” *Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the
word of the Lord! *This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 51
will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and
cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to
life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.”” ’So I prophesied as |
was commanded. And as 1 was prophesying, there was a noise, a
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. |
looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered
them, but there was no breath in them. ’Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, “This
is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four
winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.”” So I
prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they
came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.”

It’s Hard To Wake Up Because...
*We Can’t Wake O Up!

(and others can’t wake us up either!)

"When you were dead in your sins..., God made you alive with

Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of
our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us;
he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.”—Colossians 2:13-14

John 3:1-9

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a
member of the Jewish ruling council. *He came to Jesus at night
and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if
God were not with him.” *Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no
one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
*Ilow can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus
asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s
womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the
Spirit. ®Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
"You should not be surprised at my saying, “You must be born
again.” ®The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound,
but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it
is with everyone born of the Spirit.” *How can this be?”
Nicodemus asked. "%“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do
you not understand these things?

It’s Hard To Wake Up Because...
*Often God S Us To Wake Us!

(and we don’t like to be shaken!)

"But because of his great love for us, God...made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions...And God
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms...”—Ephesians 2:4-6
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- Open to youth grades 7-1

Every 2nd and 4th Sunday, the youth are
encouraged to attend the 11:15 service.

After the offering song, the youth will go info
Wednesdays 6—8pm the Youth Room for their lesson.



