“Authentic!” Making The Uncommon Common A Study Of The Book Of James (Part #6)
“Come Home!”
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”—James 1:27
Words My Mom Said…
“Can’t You Guys Just Get Along!”

James 4:1-10
What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
“Choose Good Friends!”

4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 
“Those who love the world serve and worship themselves every moment: it is their full time job.”—J. I. Packer
To be a friend of the world is to cozy up on the couch with it!
“Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you.”

—1 John 2:15 (NLT)
“Enemy occupied territory…that is what the world is!”

— C. S. Lewis

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

—Romans 12:2

“To be a friend of the world is to value the approval of and cherish a relationship with persons and forces which are either indifferent toward or openly hostile to God!”
—Curtis Vaughan
“The world has an inconsolable longing. It tries to satisfy the longing with scenic vacations, accomplishments of creativity, stunning cinematic production, sexual exploits, sports extravaganzas, hallucinogenic drugs, ascetic rigors, managerial excellence, etc. but the longing remains.”—John Piper
The “ME” Manifesto…a “worldly” rewriting of James 4:7-10

I am captain of my own ship, king of my own world. I will deny myself nothing. If God even exists, I don’t care…He has no say over me. I will indulge in everything this world offers to satisfy my desires. I will celebrate, party and ‘whooo’ my way through life. Laugh everything off, take nothing seriously and always be happy! Exalt yourself and your personal brand and you will be successful!
“You Can Always Come Home!”

5Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us? 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
